Learning to Fly
Want to Learn to Fly R/C Aircraft?
R/C Flying is a fun and enjoyable hobby that is enjoyed by many. There are many things that are involved in R/C flying than initially meets the eye; basic mechanics, woodworking, electronics and of course flight skills are all involved. You will learn and development many skills when you enter the realm of R/C flying. 

One of the main functions of our club is to help people get started off on the right foot. Many people have had a bad experience with the hobby because they simply haven't had anyone to help them. They go to the hobby store, pick out a nice airplane (usually the wrong type), put it together, go out to the field and try to fly it for the first time by themselves. This method does not work for 99.9% of R/C Pilots.
It’s best to come out to the field and talk with one of our members about getting started. We can get you with a flight instructor so that you can get a test flight on the club trainer and see if R/C flying is something you would really like to do. After that we will help you with what to buy and assist you in inspecting the aircraft before its initial flight. There are many things that experience pilots know about building airplanes that the instruction manual does not reveal. Always have an experienced pilot check over your airplane before its initial flight. 

You will fly for the first few weeks with a flight instructor using the buddy box system. This allows you to learn to fly in stages and insures that your investment is not wasted in the first 15 seconds of your maiden voyage. Your flight instructor will help you learn gradually. While even the best of pilot’s crash, flying with an instructor will decrease your chances of crashing by 10 times or more. Whatever you do, do not try to fly by yourself for the first time. You run a high risk of crashing your plane and injuring yourself, we are here to help so there's no reason to do this. 
We invite you to join us. We are always looking to help people get started in this wonderful hobby. 

What to Buy 

Is it very important to make sure when getting into the hobby that you purchase the right plane. While trainer planes are usually not the sleekest, fastest looking planes on the shelf, they are definitely the best plane for the beginner. Trainer planes are designed to be forgiving, stable and tough and make it easy for the flight instructor to recover while teaching one how to fly. [image: image1.jpg]



Trainers are high-wing airplanes. However, not all high-winged aircraft are trainers. We encourage you to contact one of us or visit us at the field so we can help you get the airplane that's right for you.
You will also need field equipment. You will begin to collect many items in your flight box as the year’s go on, but here are some of the basics you will need to start out with.
	Flight Box | Fuel Pump | Glow Igniter | Glow Plug Wrench | Extra Props Rubber Bands | Hobby Knife | Small Screwdriver


You will definitely find yourself adding more items to your flight box as time goes on, but these items are required to get started.
Visit our Vendor Links page to browse through the different types of aircraft and view some of the trainer aircraft on the market. Then, get with one of our members and we can help you get started.

Note: Our Club will require proof of AMA insurance.
http://www.modelaircraft.org
